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Q Thank you very much. Two more foreign ones. Today, Australia announced it
was — the Australian federal government announced it was revoking a deal by one
of the states to do a Belt and Road Initiative with China.

MS. PSAKL: Mm-hmm.

Q The Chinese are unhappy. Has the administration — the administration talked
specifically with Australia about that deal? And more generally, is the
administration talking with its allies and partners around the world about the BRI,

and generally, trying to get partners to push back against that?

MS. PSAKI: I think the State Department would be the most likely entity within
government to give any readout of conversations with the Australians. Obviously,
economic partnerships, relationships: how we can work together as a global
community and in a coordinated fashion as it relates to China is part of nearly
every discussion the President has with a European partner or country in the

region.

Q But specifically, the Belt and Road Initiative, which — which obviously has been
painted by some as this, kind of, you know, very clever soft power/loan shark
scheme taking over large parts of the world. What — what's the U.S. —

MS. PSAKI: Well, what about it is your question?

Q Well, I mean, given that Australia, today, pushed back against this very —

MS. PSAKI: Yeah.

Q — specifically, I was just wondering if the U.S. is in — like, having actual direct
talks with partners about — you know, “We've got to do something about this

BRIL.”

MS. PSAKI: I can check and see if there's anything more specific.
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