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et : The Tool for Finding the Way

Lee U-Ryvong ! Professor, Ehwa Womans University

Moses st I». arock and ciused
water o flow. Nerval, drawing on
the powers of |[|:agmulmn ilrew
smmoke aul of FILLR which Ly cold
el dormant HII'II.'L erupting nto
walcanic Minses hundreds of
twmsainids ﬂl’:.uhm ago. Similarly,
there is an umﬂ in owr madst, Hur
Dong-Hwi, who breathes spinit
into hroken hil-’ of wosd anel sheel
discarded long ago by strangers.
And s works have someilung
thust seets them gt from Moses
stick amd Nerhals imagination.
They bear the hea of life which
emunites only from it
exchange with old and worn
objects, Rather than steaking the
object or pulling the object i a

subjective fantasy, Hur Dong-
Hwa first caresses the abjects.
And by touch, e comes in
contict with the subtle lines and
Mesh-like volume which do mot
Tk with time. The experience is
an enghantment of sons,
hecoming intimate with the
creators of the pust, And through
et stepe, obpects, whether they
are rusted raikes or other scrap
instruments, rubbed s and dull,
are then seen anew, Everyilay
Ferrmingz toiels, tabem apart andd put
back together, muke up entinely
new, vel hammonized, works, This
process links Hurs work to those
ol enrlier cremons; i fact the
houndaries between them ane

blurred. The effort o differentite
berween group and individual,
new and old, original and
L'iumgc;J i itself rendered
meaninghess,

W have only Lo listen to the
fale of the sml, the whispers of
wirnl amd fire from the Kitchen
wned bl that echo from within
Hurs works, Amd we winch the
drama unfold, of stones of
villagers and fishermen who
Paried therr passions in the
prssumtins andl thee sen. The
techmology behind the harmaony
anel dirsuma of Hurs works are par
ol the lurger rubmc of Korean
culture,

Anthropologists cull prehistoric

technedogy pre-collage, That is,
thie 1nols amd lechnigques were nid
thie result of planning aind
defibermion, Rather, they anse
spontaneously from a dialogue
with the materials at hand, The
spontaneity and fexibilin
imvilved in this Kind of creation
express o vilality and oneness
with nature that cannot be found
in modkerm wechnigues. What we
call wols, or do-gu were not only
inplements that Gecilitated the
task at hard, But as seen in the
rots of the word do-go (tool ) and
o=k, (morality) wnd disni
{eluty b show, the first sy llable do,
or the Way, toals were vessels for
fon guicke one i the etemol Wy,
Hurs endeaviors to break apant

il re-compose old artificts

restore meaning 1o defaced and
wiorm obpects. His works ane o

vehermen erticism of the way we

reduce tools o simple functions,
rubbing them of their meaning,
Comemporary apphiances like
television seis, refrigentors, and
cars amay never be good Tor
anything bevamd scrapping, but
the evervday tools thu Hur
reworks exhibin o more poignant
beauty for having been wom
down, Anal that is the charter
expressed most clearly in this
exhibition,

Hur has gone beyond the
second dimension of finding
micaning in tamished vessels and
celebriting Koress iesthetic anl
culwrnl rrditions, In these works
b hias n.utmlﬂhmi OF eV

funth an[umnt_ i slep
beyond who shocked
viewers mxhlhmﬂ un
sl Iui_l;ﬂ_;hl_fg.;ﬂ}nt ol art, Hur
has pe-¢ thee objects hic took
et uhﬁw&igiml lines,

S e e e

The original is then renusde,
offering o different kindd of
by,

This exhibition i= enthrdling,
Vel s i ISPInes MO guestions
than answers, The viewer
werklers ahout the history of cach
ohject, where it comes Troan, il
what it maght huve been o part of,
We can see Orsthamd Hurs
creativity and resourcefuliess in
wedving ogether these fragments
of memory, the dust of Tife, and
the cutalog of history.

Hovwever, there is ame (hing we
must keep in mind as we look o
Iis works. 10is all oo easy o
forpet the affection we must
reservie for time, paticnce, and
thamgs greain and sovall. The moral
is clear ; deviotion is mone

creaitive than any genius.
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A2elE E29 (The Thinking Peacock)
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923 43} 33| [The Pond, Bird and Fish)
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B39 (Greenfinch)
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RETURNING TO A TIME LOST, FINDING JOY

Hur Dong-Hwa [ Director, The Museum of Korean Embroidery

In 19493, | traveled with my collection of emboiderics and silk bondle claths 1w Hiroshima for an
exhibition on “Women and Color,"” Ibwaos thene | was cophivated by one piece by o Japanese ortast, i
was in the shape of o bird, mode with tree barks smoothed by veoars of relentless waives.

Al that moment, | was struck by the memory of the beautifol lnes of ool | saw imnges of
fishermen, whose skin and hands had tumed dark and leathery over the years. In thear skilled honds, the curved hooks
wotled come nlive, drowing in slippery cels and other delicicies from the mudey dversides. The picce on disploy hid
tnggoned my recolbection of that familiar fishing tool since both wene sa bird-like,

Oy returm from Japan, | immersed mysell i my work. 1 fownd ometal book to work wath, and 1 imed o congune up the
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i of o bired with o shorp beak, T was mesmerized by the amogined curves ol o
bird alight on o branch, swaying its il This panticulor book hid been used to
puell up buckets of water from o well, T wias obsessed, spending day and might on
this project, But | enpoyed myself as well, Every tme g new image would come
up, andd 'd work day after day ononew msparations.

In this wary, 1 began s understand the hean and wind of arists, | reslized thin
creativity wis not a deliberate process. nor was it bom from some innate talent
Rother, the work iselt gueded me 1o completion. Most form and household wools

wiere invented oot of necessity, bormvwed froom natire. Mivbe that s why iiiost

of these tools look like they were bom spontaneously, and not consciously
produced. Not only were they practical, they weere a direct link 10 nature, and
therefone to the gods. 1°s only because we use them evervday that we only notice their utility, amd not their aesthetic
component, But now that they had Toss even thear use, momy hands 1 eed to find their orginal beauty., 18 almiost
seemed that | had gone back in time in search of Tost time and values. This was especially so when | was working
with wooden rakes and inkwells,

Since then, | have already mude 60 such nems. Most of them are not moch different from their origimal foom. |
strictly achered o my principle thu the circle will not be damaged in oy way oo moatter what Tmade, My bands
have given new life 1o home applinnces, famming twols, and construction matenals which would have been discarded
They have become creations with mames such as combat boots, birds, o newly wed couple, ond o child by the
willows

[ lior pwint Lo that | om an aetest who specialiees in oesthetics and 1 was not diven by the desime to gain fame o
materinl wealth, But o lifetme spent surmounded by the beuty of Korean things hos given me the power ioosee e
beauty of our traditional artifacts, [ s also helped me rewd the thoughts of our ancestors and appreciate the beauty
of neature wnd Ciod s will. 1 poured myvsell into my works with the freedom ol aesthetic mspmmtion. My works ore nim
imerely my own cieations, they are the results of Blending mature amd the spirit of our ancestons

[ hope thiat my creations offer something unigue and differ from the works of existing amists, Another wish is tha
ihhese creations revive the e essence of tmditional crsfts, Bot these are only my meager hopes for the an world, Fo
I whossgamado see my works, | hope they can recover the tressured memaones hididen i our landseape and

mectisconlT TS PRty of what is ours,
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